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ABSTRACT

The research “The Dance Drama of Katayani: an Innovative Dance Performance
Creation based on Bharatanatyam and Thai Classical Dance” aims to create a Katayani Dance
Drama performance that conveys a story from Hindu mythology. The researcher used creative
research methods based on research processes that can be described as a qualitative research
format in order to create a performance about the legend of the goddess Katyayani.

The results showed that the creation of the dance drama Katayani was inspired and
conceptualized from the Indian film Durga Maha Devi, which led to a study of the myth of the Hindu
goddess Katyayani, one of Phra Uma’s incamation, where she comes down to defeat the demons.
Then, the myth was adapted into a dance drama performance divided into 3 acts: Act 1 - The Beast,
Act 2 — Uma’s Avatar, and Act 3 - Killing Asura. It was presented in the form of a dance drama by
bringing the uniqueness of traditional Thai dance dramas in 3 ways: (1) by having an opening dance also
known as "hand offering dance" before the start of the show; (2) by having all the protagonists and
female figures dance accordingly to the model of Chatree dramas; (3) by using a performance genre
based on Lakhon Nok in the style of royal dramas with a fast and fun action. The performance also
highlights the performer’s skill and the beauty of the Goddess Katayani with a dance that has an elegant
and graceful style according to the traditional Thai classical dance style as in the form of the royal inner
court female dramas (Lakhon nai) or Lakhon Nok in the royal style. As for the choreography, the
principle was to combine two forms of traditional dance, namely one inspired by the lines from
drawings of Thai dlassical dance positions and the other one inspired by the hand gestures, known as
"mutra” in Bharatanatyam. There was also the use of historical identity elements to design the dance
accessories and costumes, such as the dance drama costume pattem called "Yuan Krueng' like the
male and female mannequins at Wang Na, the image of the Queen, the image of the Ramakien in the
dance textbooks and the painting of the Buddhasawan Throne Hall, etc. Adding conch
shell sound and paying respect to Aarti at the end of the show adds to the sense and identity of
Hinduism. This creative research with concepts, knowledge base and performnance elements has thus

become an innovative performance of creative dance: "Katayani — the dance drama".

Keywords: Dance drama, Katayani, innovation, Bharatanatyam, Thai classical dance
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1929 (.. 2472)
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