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Abstract

The research study on “The Heritance and Transfer of Local Cultural
Heritage: Folk Dance Performance in Angthong Province”, is a qualitative research,
with the objective to study the insight on “Angthong Dance Drama” in the manners
of academia, cultural preservation, heritance and transfer. From the study of the
information obtained from the Royal Drama (La-Korn-Nai) Troupe in the areas of
Angthong province, the elements of performance emphasize on the process of
performance, theatrical status, the inheritance and status of the modern-day
performer. The researchers collected data from interviews and participatory
observations, recorded motion pictures and still images.

From the research, there are 36 companies of dance troupes in Angthong
province, spread across 4 districts, which are, Pa Mok, Pho Thong, Angthong City and
Wiset Chai Chan districts, with 173 performing artists, categorized into 3 groups, that
are, retired performers aging 60 years and over, current performers aging between 30-
59 years old, and new performers aging between 7-29 years old. Currently, most
performers are farmers by profession, when somebody hires them, they will perform
and get paid per performance, which is around 200-400 baht. But if they don’t have
their own costumes, they will get a hundred-baht deduction for the costume rental.
The Angthong Dance Drama has 2 styles, which are, the Chatri Drama and Pantang
Drama. The performance utilizes the Piphat ensemble. In each performance will
comprise of 3 parts, that are, firstly, a ritual before the performance, beginning with
the dance troupe arriving to the location of the performance, until before the
prelude. Secondly, the dance procedures, from the prelude to the finale. Lastly,
post-performance procedures, from the finale to leaving the location of the
performance.

It can be said that the Angthong Dance Drama is a folk art that has always

been associated with the Thai way of life. But with the rapid changes in the social



context, affecting the dance troupe to have limited successors and no concrete
assistance from the state or academic institutions. This may ultimately lead to the
demise of a folk art from the Thai way of life that has been passed on to multiple

generations.

Keywords: Drama/ Chatri Drama/ Pantang Drama/ Angthong Province
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