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Abstract

This research on Dhipaya Thewatasi Pays Respect to Phra Khapungpee Teppada
has the following two objectives to study the history, role, and importance of Phra
Khapungpee, as well as culture and beliefs of the Sukhothai people, toward Phra
Khumpongpee in Suhkothai Province and to create Thai traditional dance
performances "Dhipaya Thewatasi Pays Respect to Phra Khapungpee Teppada" from
the culture and beliefs of the people of Sukhothai towards Phra Khapungpee.

According to the study, the female slate image was found on an inscription in
the main stone No. 1, side 3, lines 6-10 stating "At the head of this city of Sukhothai,
there is Gudi is Phihan, Pu Khru, there is Sareedpong Dam, a coconut forest, a mango
forest, a Kham forest with water. There is a ghost in the mountain.” The statue of a
woman made of slate was brought down and enshrined in the meeting hall of the
Sukhothai City Hall near the Yom River for people to pay respect conveniently and to
preserve the idols from extinction. It is believed that this idol is the mother of King
Ramkhamhaeng, the father of Sukhothai, and is called "Phra Mae Ya". The role and
importance of Phra Khapungpee assumed to be a symbol of belief in ghosts that is the
original belief of humans. Phra Khapungpee is a ghost that is bigger than all ghosts in
Sukhothai. It is revered by the people of Sukhothai who have to pay their respects in
order for Phra Khapungpee to protect the city and to stay in peace.

The creation of the “Dhipaya Thewatasi Pays Respect to Phra Khapungpee
Teppada” brings the idea from beliefs, sacrifices and the theory of creativity into the
dance performance. The composition of the performance is the basis for the design
of the dance according to Surapon Wirunrak's procedures in accordance with
information about culture, beliefs and faith towards God or Phra Mae Ya, the protector
of Sukhothai includes: 1) Songs and music were newly composed according to the
inspiration from the Sukhothai Archeology Dance. The instruments used in the

performance are the Pi Nai, the big gongs, three-stringed fiddle, Thai Tapone, Cymbals,



Kajabpee and Gong Chai to suit the use. 2) Using 8 female actors, all of which were
based on the concept of Nang Tewatasi (who is responsible for dancing to the gods).
Assuming that the actors are the servants of the father of Sukhothai, organized to
dance the sacrifice to the Phra Khapungpee. 3) The dress is designed by combining the
Langka, Khmer and Sukhothai art. It includes a tote and leaves the hem of the Khmer
fabric in the front, wearing a strapless dress with accessories made of gold metal but
not accented with patterns, and a central parting hairstyle collected at the back of
the neck with hair accessories and bouquets of flowers. 4) The dance process is created
from the use of standard dance moves in Thailand, emphasizing the beauty that is
harmonious with the dance posture, the variation of the dress and the melodious
melodies. The structure of the performance is divided into 4 stages according to the
melody. The first part is the introduction of the dance (Tha Ook) by adapting the dance
moves in the main music, which is Tha Kong Sin, alternating with the old Hong Lin La
style, and ending with the still motion of the row of arches. The meaning of the
performance is Anchalee (Pay respect). The second part is pray for blessings. Use 2-
step rhythm to create the dance process from translating the incantation from Phra
Mae Ya, then create the dance moves and variation meaning of blessing to be safe
from evil, obstacles, and malicious enemies such as Tha Phamornkaoplang, Tha Plang
Sorn. The posture and the transformation of the circle represent giving the feeling of
discomfort, frustrations, and the appearance of a 4-way talisman with Prathom and
Chanlongkot which means protection. The third part is Loeng Leelart Nattaya Tasi. The
use a single beat rate is a dance process that demonstrates the ability of the
performers to use dance skills such as Lukkor, shrugging, waist, rhythmic and weight
transfer in the posture. It indicates the joy of the dancers with the dance moves that
are made from natural and standard dance from Pleng Rew by using the connecting
step and the movement of the row variables that are in harmony. The closing of the
dance in the fourth part of La Rong (Tha La) with the Kong Sin dance step which is the
same dance with Tha Ook, the exit in the last beat of the song. The performance time

of 9.40 minutes.
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