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ABSTRACT

This research aimed at studying the background of dance styles of khon monkeys chasing
female characters according to Kri Worasarin, exploring dance styles of khon monkeys to chase
female characters, and analysing melody, structure, and dance styles of khon monkeys to chase
female characters by studying through Prasit Pinkaew (National Artist of Thailand).

The research showed that the background of dance styles of khon monkeys chasing
female characters according to Kri Worasarin was created in 1966 due to Thanit Yupho,
who assigned Kri Worasarin and Charoenijit Phattharasavee to create dance styles for the
performance in the 2™ Relationship with the Republic of the Union of Myanmar Government in
Yangon. Dance styles of khon monkeys chasing female characters contained three postures
(known as chap). Originally, Choet Nok was used to accompany the nang yai (large shadow play),
which contained three musical movements called “chap” (literally means to catch); there are
three movements in Choet Nok, including chap nueng (1 capture), chap song (2™ capture),
chap sam (3" capture). The principal choreography consists of four processes,
including 1) escaping, 2) chasing, 3) catching up, and 4) clutching. It is assumed that inventors
developed these dance styles based on Lom’s dance styles (flirting dance style) which
correspond to the choreography of khon monkeys chasing female characters chap nueng
(1 capture), chap song (2™ capture), chap sam (3 capture). Two inventors applied those four
processes to invent dance styles for chap nueng (1% capture) and chap song (2™ capture),
whereas they applied a dance figure called pha la from the master dance style for the suitability

of dance styles in chap sam (3" capture).
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