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ABSTRACT

The objectives of the research are 1) to study history, tradition, and social
contexts of the kratua thaeng sua in Thonburi district and 2) to analyse the formation
and performance techniques of the kratua thaeng sua which is one of the traditional
Thai martial plays. The research focuses on studying selected three troupes which are
the first three winners in the competition; namely, 1) Khoonphon Charoenphon
Troupe (1" winner), 2) Sit Luangpho Kao Troupe (2™ winner), 3) Sit Pu Thot Troupe
(3rd winner); the data were collected from and approved by the experts.

The research found that the kratua thaeng sua has been evolved from the
kra-ua thaeng khwai (one of the royal martial plays), and remained alive in the
Thonburi district, Bangkok. The kratua thaeng sua is a kind of local play having both
male and female roles accompanied by traditional music influenced by the Southern
folk music. The story of the kratua thaeng sua is about the huntsman and his family
hunting the tiger. The characters include bongtan, nang chaew, chao chuk, chao klae,
and the tigers performing acrobatic dance figures. The weapon props comprise the
spear, the flat basket, the chopping knife, and the axe. The performance techniques
from three troupes appear as follows: 1) Khoonphon Charoenphon Troupe used
elaborate dance figures rather than the narration to communicate the narrative,
2) Sit Luangpho Kao Troupe used amusing conversation and jokes along with local
dance styles, and 3)Sit Pu Thot Troupe employed a conversation with acrobatic
actions in the performance. Various styles of performing techniques construct
the theatrical uniqueness of the particular troupes. Moreover, the performing style
may be adapted depending on the circumstances that encourage the kratua thaeng

sua’s existence in the current Thai society.

Keywords: performing technique, Thai traditional play, kratua thaeng sua
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