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ABSTRACT

The purposes of the study were 1) to study the history, development, and value of
“the Wang Na piphat sepha Festival” and 2) to synthesise the knowledge of the piphat
sepha performed in the festival. This research is qualitative research in which data were
collected from fieldwork interview at the Monument Square of the Bowornstharn Mongkol
Vice-King Palace (Wangna), National Theatre, Bangkok and relevant literature.

The results showed that the Wang Na piphat sepha Festival was established by
Seri Wangnaitham (National Artist of Thailand), and the piphat sepha ensemble performance
was firstly performed at the festival on 7" January 2002. In the first festival, musicians were
from the Office of Performing Arts, Fine Arts Department (the festival’s host); later, a wide
range of musicians from external organisations had been invited to perform in the festival
annually for seventeen years. The festival has been very popular amongst the Thai music
community because musicians were able to express their musical ability to create the
particular performing styles for the piphat sepha ensemble based on both traditional
convention and creative formation, which made the piphat sepha performance spectacular.
Since 2002, the activities of the Wang Na piphat sepha Festival has been encouraging a
number of Thai music progresses such as producing new generations of Thai musicians,
gathering and promoting Thai traditional music knowledge and performances to be
expanded to relevant academic study and seminar, and continuing the current existence

and future of the piphat sepha tradition to the modern Thai society.

Keywords: piphat sepha, the bowornstharn monkol vice-king palace,
the piphat sepha of the bowornstharn monkol vice-king palace
147 pages
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