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Thesis Title The Ceremonial Pjphat Ensemble in the Royal Ceremony of

the Emerald Buddha’s Seasonal Attires Changing

4006602006 Miss. Nampet Fakthong
Degree Master of Fine Arts Program in Thai Music
Year 2021
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Co-advisor Dr. Watcharamon Aranyanak
ABSTRACT

The purpose of this thesis was: 1) to study the role of the ceremonial pjphat
ensemble and 2) to explore the elements and functions of the ceremonial piphat
ensemble used in the royal ceremony of the Emerald Buddha’s attires changing.

The research found that that the ceremonial pjphat ensemble was played in
association with the horns and the conches blowing band to complement the
ceremony due to the royal court tradition. The musicians, dressed up with white civil
servant uniform, were from the Office of Performing Arts, Fine Arts Department;
the performance has been required by the Bureau of Royal Household.

The ceremonial pijphat ensemble formation used in the ceremony of the
Emerald Buddha’s seasonal attires changing is similar to the single size of the piphat
ensemble; however, with an addition of the ranat thum (alto xylophone) without
the klong that (a pair of barrel drums); the entire ceremonial pjphat ensemble is
located at the Salarai 1 (the temple veranda). The musical repertoires used in the
ceremony include Sathukan, Long Song, and Tham Khwan selection; functionally,
there are three stages of using music based on the particular event action.
For example, Sathukan is used for devotion and changing attires, Long Song s played
for the holy showering, and 7ham Khwan selection is performed for circulating lishted

candles.

Keywords: the ceremonial pjphat ensemble, the royal ceremony of the emerald
buddha’s seasonal attires changing
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