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ABSTRACT

The research aims are to study the history and the current existence as well as the rhythmic
patterns of the thap (the Southern leather-headed drum) patterns performed by the Sumon
So Prathum shadow play troupe in Nakhon Si Thammarat province, Thailand. This research

The research found that Nang Sumon So Prathum is officially working as a music teacher at
the Nakhon Si Thammarat College of Dramatic Arts where he teaches traditional Southern folk
music for students. Regarding the shadow play in the acts of Roop Ruesi (the hermit), Roop Phra
Isuan (God Shiva), and Roop Prai Na Bot (the representative of the leading shadow
puppeteer), the musical ensemble used is the integration of the local and contemporary musical
instruments. On the one hand, traditional musical instruments include the pi (oboe), the thap
(a pair of Southern leather-headed drums), the klong took (a pair of drums), the mong (a single
gong), and the ching (a pair of small cymbals). On the other hand, the contemporary musical
instruments consist of keyboard, guitar, and drums. The pieces used to accompany the shadow
play are song chan and chan diao with lively musical characteristics. The thap rhythmic patterns
vary; particular patterns will be played repetitively to accompany the shadow play. The thap
produces four main sounds, including “pap”, “tik”, “thuet”, and “thoeng”. The important role of

the thap is to play the overture and to accompany the entire shadow play as well as a vocal rhyme.

Keywords: The thap Rhythmic Patterns, The Shadow Play, Roop Ruesi, Roop Phra Isuan,
Roop Prai Na bot, Sumon So Prathum Shadow Play Troupe
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