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ABSTRACT

This research aims at 1) studying the history of the Royal Khon Performance under
the patronage of Her Majesty Queen Sirikit the Queen Mother of Thailand and 2) studying
musical and vocal accompaniment used in the episode called “the Battle of Maiyarap”.
This research is qualitative research, which is based on textbooks, related research,
participant observation, and interviews.

The study has shown three main aspects: 1) the historical aspect; the Royal Khon
performance under the patronage of Her Majesty Queen Sirikit has been continuously
performed since 2007 based on Her Majesty Queen Sirikit’s intention to support the remain
and future of the khon performance which is one of the refined court dances, 2) the musical
aspect; the traditional piphat ensemble has been used with a newly formative extension
created in 2011 in which the band was doubled to be two sets and played alternately to
accompany the khon performance; the musical practices were adjusted based on Thai music
conductor’s consideration associated with the narrative, and 3) the vocal aspect; to convey
the emotions and meaning of the lyrics, the singers should be voice masters and advanced
vocal techniques were used in the singing such as krathop siang (hitting voice) kluen siang
(swallowing voice), muan siang (rolling voice), lak siang (dragging voice), hon siang (hanging
voice), sa-doot siang (ceasing voice), thai siang (sliding voice). All vocal techniques were
used to express emotion and to communicate the narrative properly. Significantly, there
was a group of a male chorus which was an innovative singing formation purposely created
for the Royal Khon Performance, and this has never happened in Thai classical singing
tradition. This vocal practice became a signature in Thai classical singing accompanying the

Royal Khon Performance, and it has been transmitted until the present.

Keywords: music, singing, khon, the royal khon performance, the battle of maiyarap episode
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